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HEUHAVEN  UR  Ml  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  tho 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER ,1940 


NEITHAVEIT  , 

23rd  July,  1941 


ICTiAMii  urbah  district  comic  tt.. 


aar/J»  R3P0RT  OF  THP!  EPICAL  OFFICE  OF  mm,  FQR  TO1,  y^/,K 

EITDBD  DECJir.OR.  31  st  IQ/.n 

To  tho  Mg  rib  or  s  of  the  Nowhavon  Urban  District  Council, 

Gentlemen, 

of  Hrdl  P^osont  to  you  ny  Annual  Report  as 'Medical  Officer 

of  Hoalth  for  tho  yoar  ended  31st  Decanter,  1940.  nicer 

z:  zrc:  °f  £r„ 


There  \7oro  no  doaths  from  Zymotic  disease* 


The  cSparabiUtyafactS?ofa8924rtvcs  °°n?5fad  12*6  ln  1939. 

&«;.  ",f S’ ‘Af  ““  i 

fron  ordinary  causes  foul'd  be  1^5°!°  °nlttod  tho  doath  rato 

The  cSof3eSus1e°snof 1 «?e  d!s£e£9if  ’ 

and  Canoe0™?!3  16'  C°robral  H»°™>rrhaGa  8,  Pneunonia  6,  Bronchitis 

Tha  doath  rate  fron  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  29  Pq 
compared  with  >56  in  1939,  81S  was  as 

Theresas VilleGitimte^irth!  thor^worf^dea^s1^  1infants 

Ton^lTJ^lf.zX  &  ""  InfanW1°  U°rtalit*  <*  •" 

I3  01ation^Hospital!°allfofni7hich°mdo  ^^cood'^ocovory!4  a*  013 

Social  Conditions  of  tho  District. 

The  Chi of  Industries  in  tho  district  are  as  follows:- 

Southern  Railway  Company. 

Dock  and  Harbour  Works • 

Building  Trade. 

Valentino  Pon  Pactory. 

situ°tQ^Hbnrtk^Sfar°  rilS?  0nloloy°d  tho  Alpha  Conont  Works 
situate  a  short  distance  out  si  do  tho  District.  otks  , 

My  thanks  arc  duo  to  the  nonbors  of  the  Council  fn-r  +>T04T, 
to  no^inGthoUporfornanc0  *of S‘fS  f°r  tho  roa^aid  “tended 

I  am,  Gen tl omen. 

Yours  obediently, 

Rodio  Parkhurst. 

Uowhavon 

23rd  July,  1941. 


General  S tat is  tics 


1. 

Area  . . . .  acres. 

Population  -  Census  1931 . 7383 

Population  -  ostinatod . 6898 

ITuribcr  of  inhabited  houses . .1978 

Number  of  families  or  so  par  a  to  occupiers...205^ 

Rateable  Value . . . £46,353. 

Sun  produced  by  a  penny  rate . £184.11,9 

2.  Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year 

Births  -  Legitimate  H  *  51  F.  =  53.  )  _  n 

Illegi  timato .  11  a  0  F  »  1.  )  1Uo 

Still  Births  M  -  2  F  =  0  All  legitimate , 

Doaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  births  -  57. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  3  nil. 
Doaths  from  Zymotic  disease  -  Nil. 

3.  Notifiable  Disease  during  the  year  1940, 

During  the  year  1940,  there  wore  96  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
excluding  Tuberculosis,  They  wore  as  follows:-  Measles  78; 
Diphtheria  5,  Scarlet  Fever  5,  Pneumonia  3,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  2, 
7/ho  oping  Cough  2  and  Erysipelas  1. 

Table  of  Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified 

during  the  year  1940  T  with  age  periods. 
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Diphtheric. 
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Table  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  1940 

and  doaths  therefrom 
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Age  Periods. 


Now  cases 


Pulmonary 

M  i  F 
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Totals 


2 


Causes  of  Sickness 


fKiju- 


i  (-wn°rG  v,Trr?  2°  Pr-rticular  onus o a  of  sickness  durinn  flio  voar 
19 ,  »  except  for  can  outbreak  of  neasles  which,  howovor,  was 
ne-c  responsible  for  any  deaths.  The  total  number  of  infectious 
aisoascs  notinod  was  96  as  conparod  with  20  in  1939.  Of 

J?/70F0/lanslQ®  nnd  2  whooping  couch,  which  wore  not 
110tif 3;c:blj  before.  There  wroro  5  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and 
f  °f  ^phtheria.  The  crude  death  rato  v/as  14.8,  as  compared 
1  12.6  in  1939,  and  the  adjusted  death  rato  was  13.6  as 
conparod -with  11.5  in  1939.'  The  Sonilo  Mortality  was  44 
as  compared  with  58' in  1939.  The  Infantile  Mortality  was  57 
as  compared  with  18.3  in  1939.  y 

The  Birth  rate  was  15.2  as  compared  wi th  15.3  in  1939 

The  chief  causes  of  death  wore  as  follows:-  Heart  disoasc  32 
violent  causes  16,  Corobral  haemorrhage  8,  Pneumonia  6. 
Bronchitis  6  and  Cancer  7  9 

ITursin^  Arrangements.  Hospital  and  nt.w 

ins ti tut ions  available  for  the  district 

Tho  Uovhwron  Urban  &  District  ITursinc  Association  supply 

™d  °»  Health  Visitor.  One  Queen's  Hurst) 
°c',ryies  out  the  General  nursing  of  the  Urban  District  end 
part  of  the  Rural  District,  and  is  also  Midwife  fS  such  lea- 
SV  bbic  District.  The  other  Quoons  Burse  is  Midwife  for 

uho  Town  and  gives  relief  duty  to  tho  other  Burses  when  needed. 

carriod  out  tho  health  visiting  in  tho 
parts  of  the  Rural  District,  The  Burs  in  g 
Local  ^uthori ty,  assistod  by  a  grant  from 
i-T  ..  --  TMorc  is  also  a  Maternity  and  Child 

Volfaro  Donircj^vookiy  noatlnGs  ar.  hold  vlicro  nothqrs  can 
t-ttond  Pith  thoir  infants  for  Instruction  in  thoir  unbrin^ir-- 

Sc1STo™  Hi.dMfo?rri0!i  °n  *  th°  H°nlth  Visitor*  assistod V* 


The  Health  Visitor 
Urban  District  and 
is  provided  by  the 
the  County  Council0 


Clinics  The  Health  Visitor  attends  tho  School 
tho  Dental  and  Bye  Clinic  held  at  tho  Schools 
arrangements  made  by  tho  County  Council.  * 


Clinic  and  also 
under  tho 


fern -FnF'  ^v1  tX °--  A  Hotor  ^bulanco  is  provided  by  tho 

c?nv°y5nc3  of  Infectious  Diseases  to  the 
solution  Hospital,  and  an  up-to-date  Motor  Ambulance  is 

by  ^  H2vtiavon  Urban  &  district  Bursing  Association 
1  or  the  removal  of  non-inf ectious  and  accidont  cases.  This 
ambulance  is  available  for  uso  in  tho  Urba,n  District  and  the 
surrounding  Districts.  m° 


P.Pitc. Is  There  is  no  hospital  in  tho  district  for  tho 

treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  The  Isolation  Hospital  is 
providod  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  infoctious  disease 
occurring  in  the  town<and  Port;  this  Hospital  receives  a 
Grant  from  the  County  Council  under  tho  condition  that 

C^SQ?  racoivoci  from  certain  outlyin~  districts 

should  thoir  own  hospitals  be  full. 


The  Smallpox  Hospital  is 
Hospital,  situate  at  Chailoy 
District  Council  contributes  a 


tho  Bast  Sussex  Vo  stern 
to  which 'the  Bovhaven  Urban 
subsidy. 


There 
Dis  trict , 
mothers,  i 


is  no  Maternity  or  Children's  Hpspital  in  tho 
nor  any  institutional  provision  for  unmarried. 
Hcgi timato  and  homoloss  children. 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Hospital  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition;  a  new  cubical 
block  and  iresh  drainage  would,  however,  "be  a  great  improvement 
During  tne  year  1940,  64  cases  were  under  treatment,  all  of  which, 
it  is  satisfactory  to  report,  made  a  good  recovery.  I  append  a 
table  of  the  cases  treated: 


District  etc. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  or  sus 

Military 

13 

4 

Diphtherial 

Naval 

Lewes 

2 

28 

1 

Newhaven 

1 

2 

7 

3 

Seaford 

3 

b*  •  Laboratory  Work. 

_  No  bacteriological  or  pathological  examinations  are  undertaken 
locally  v but  arrangements  are  in  force  with  Dr.  Shera,  East  Sussex 
ounty  Mental  Hospital,  Hellingly ,  Sussex,  for  the  examination  of 
nf a  sPe^1®ens  j  the  charge  for  which  is  borne  by  the  Newhaven  Urban 
District  Council.  All  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  District  are 
supplied  with  Diphtheria  .antitoxin  free  of  cost. 

7 *  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

List  of  Adoptive  .acts. 

°ublic_ Health  acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  Parts  i,ii,iii. 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  (.amendment)  .act  1907  - 
Parts  iv,  vi ,  ix  and  x. 

Sections  15-22  inclusive  and  28,  and  31,32  and  33, 
of  Part  2,  and  Section  8l  of  Part  7. 

Private  Street  ‘Dorks  act,  1892. 

Water  Supply. 

The  District  has  two  sources  of  Water  Supply 

1.  From  the  Newhaven  &  Seaford  Water  Co.  which  obtains  water  from 
a  well  sunk  into  the  chalk  at  Poverty  Bottom. 

2.  From  the  Southern  Railway  Company’s  Well  at  Denton. 

Both  these  water  supplies  are  of  good  quality  and  sufficient  in 

quantity.  They  have  been  analysed  on  several  occasions  and  found 
satisfactory. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

All  premises  in  the  District  are  provided  with  water 
closets  connected  with  the  sewer  with  the  following  executions: 
Premises  with  Cesspools: 


West  Pier  . .  3 

Cemetery  .  q 

Court  Farm  Cottages  .  3 

Harbour  Heights  Estate  .  46 

Added  Area  .  qg^ 

Premises  with  Earth  Closets. 

Me e chi ng  Court  Farm  .  6 

New  Road  .  17 

West  Pier  .  24 

Golf  House  .  1 

Fort  Glacis  .  3 

Bungalow,  Church  Hill  .  1 

East  Side  Beach  huts  .  42 

Denton  Village  .  32 


Scavenging. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  house  refuse  now  in  force  is  the 
Bradford  tipping  system  us  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
whereby  refuse  is  buried  daily  unuer  the  soil.  ihis  system  worts 
very  satisfactorily. 

R  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District  and  the  wo 

of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  19.40. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  houses  visited  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1940: 


In  connection  with  Infectious  Disease 
Various  . 


25 

15 

40 


a bstract  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector1 s  Re oort . 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  carries  out  a  regular  inspection  of 
the  District  and  I  subjoin  extract  from  his  Report.  *he  Sanitary 

Inspector  reports  that  during  the  year  1940,  he  has  q58?o  infnr mal 
in  connection  with  his  work.  In  respect  of  these  visits ,  22  informal 
and  2  formal  notices  were  served.  Ninety- seven  compl; aint s  were 
received  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  dealt  with  and  the 
conditions  remedied.  I  append  a  table  of  the  number  and  nature  of  . 
the  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  1940. 


Dwelling  House  Inspections 
Visits  in  connection  with  nuisances 
Common  Lodging  House  Inspections 
Slaughter  House  Visits 

Visits  in  connection  with  Offensive  Trade 

Bakehouse  inspections 

Cowshed  inspections 

Factory  and  Workshop  Inspections 

Rat  Investigations 

Visits  in  connection  with  vermin  and 
disinfestation 

Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious 
Disease  and  disinfection 
Food  Premises  Inspections 
Public  Conveniences  inspections 
Water  supply  inspections 
Miscellaneous  visits 


115 

153 

3 

4 

3 

10 

8 

5 

17 

32 

30 

i5o 

2 

5 

52 

589 


Summary  of  /ork  Executed  After  Service  of  Notice.. 

./a ter  Closets  repaired 
Cesspools  cleaned 
Drains  cleared  or  repaired 
accumulation  of  Refuse  Removed 
Cooking  Ranges  repaired 
Rooms  of  Dwelling  Houses  cleansed 
Dustbins  provided 
Yards  paved 
Floors  repaired 
,'indows  repaired 
Dampness  remedied 
Food  Stores  provided 
Staircases  repaired 

Coppers  repaired  . 

Sinks  and  Labatory  basins  provided  or  repaired 

Roofs  repaired 


* 

1 

14 

2 

3 


2 

1 


2 

1 


29 
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Shops  and  Offices. 

^T1  S^ops  and  offices  are  regularly  inspected  and  their 
conditions  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  Number  of  Houses . infested  -  Council  Houses  2 

Other  houses  5 

/  0n  .  ,  ,  _  a11  these  houses  were  disinfested 

(2)  Method  employed  -  Cimex  cubes  and  °yagra. 

.  ^'^^'^■iture  and  effects  of  infested  premises  were 
disinfested 

(4)  All  tenants  supervised  and  instructed  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Schools. 

thP  wT+^SQ,nit?ry- C°ndi^ion  of  the  schools  is  satisfactory  and 
nrnv7^  ^  S^ply  18  g°od  a?d  adequate .  There  is  a  need  for  the 
provision  of  a  new  school  building  in  the  district,  as  since  the 

sc^olars  fr0m  Peacehaven,  it  has  been  necessary  in 

satisf^ct  rv  TV? • llold  tw°  classes  in  one  room  which  is  not  a 
satisfactory  condition  of  affairs. 

All  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Enteric  Fever 

thp  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  contacts  excluded  for 

qpn+P+eS+h','tS^?eriodS‘  Notices  of  non-no tifiable  diseases  are 

that  lnv  5?P^  -\°mCJr  °f  Health  **  the  Head  Teachers  so 
that  any  stept  wn^ch  may  be  considered  advisable  may  be  taken. 

eps  and  Occupations  which  can  be 
upatrolled  by  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations 

n-i  qr$T'f t  ^  36 S| •  There  is  only  one  Lodging  House  in  the 

District.  This  is  licensed  for  the  reception  of  43  people  A 
regular  inspection  of  the  premises  is  carried  out. 

"^,r^eS  anc3>  Cowsheds.  There  are  3  diary  farms  in  the  district 
ofdmilkreglStered  rietailers  ana  2  Wholesale  Baders  for  the  Bal^ 

Regular  inspections  of  the  premises  are  carried  out,  and  their 
general  condition  has  been  found  satisfactory. 

givpn^-vp^f?  Inspector  has  made- 15  visits  to  the  cowsheds  and 
given  live  informal  notices.-'  v .  >  , 

,  f 3-auffhtering  of  animals.  Under  Government  Central  Slaughtering 
this  is  carried  out  at  Brighton  for  this  district.  g 

Food. 

^ •  MiikSuppl^  The  premises  from  which  and  the  conditions 
milk  1S  retailed  in  the  District  receive  special 
fr°?  !the  ^nthority.  Eight  samples  f0r  bacterial  exam¬ 
ination  were  taken,  four  of  which  were  unsatisfactory. 

B-  O^|£-l£ods:  All  premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale’’ 

th  inspected  and  their  condition  has  been  found  satis- 

is  iSderground  S1X  bakellouses  in  the  district,  none  of  which 


v^rt-  Officers  of  the  Council  consist  of  a 

^  ^  Health,  part  time,  and  a  Sanitary  Inspector, 

MPti  ^lm+*  Tha  8taff  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  comprises  a 

on,  two  Assistant  Nurses,  a  Probationer  Nurse,  a  Cook,  a  Maid 
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and  Caretaker.  On  the  1st  October,  1939?  the  Hospital  was 
taken  over  by  the  Lewes,  Newhaven  <a  Seaford  Joint  Hospital  Board.  !' 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical  Superintendent . 

Sanitary  officers. 

Medical  officer  of  Health  -  Rodie  Parkhurst,  M.B. ,  C.M.Edin. 

Sanitary  Inspector  Reginald  Staples,  Gert.R.S.I.  and 

SI.E.J.B.  and  Qualified  Inspector  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Disinfection. 

^remises  where  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred  are 
disinfected  with  formalin.  In  cases  of  Cancer  and  Tuberculosis 
disinfection  is  generally  carried  out  on  the  death  or  removal  of 
the  patient.  Infected  beddings  and  clothing  are  treated  in  the 
steam  disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations.  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year 

1940. 


I  append  a  table  of  general  Statistics  for  the  past  ten 
years. 


Year 

1940  1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933  1932  1931 

Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  year 

5889 

7112  7062  6989  7060  6989  6936  6486  6494  6397 

Birth  r^te  per  1,000 
of  the  population 

15.2  15.3  15 

15.1 

12.6  13.7 

14.7  1415  13.3 

1515 

Death  rate  of  infant 
under  1  yr.  per  1000 
Births 

57 

18.3  Nil 

66 

22.5  10.4 

20  43.5  35 

57.5 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 
1000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion 

14.8 

12.6  1189 

10.3 

11.7  12.4 

11.5  15  10.6 

16.5 

adjusted  Death  rate 
per  1,000  of  the 
population 

13.6 

11.5  10.9 

9.47 

10.76 

Zymotic  Death  rate 
per  1,000 

- 

0.14 

0.14 

0.25  0.14 

0.15 

- 

Death  rate  from 
Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  per  1000 

.29 

.56  .56 

•  4 

.4  .7 

.43  .77  .44 

1.5 

Death  Rate  from 
other  Respiratory 
Diseases  per  1000 

1.7 

1  .4 

•7 

.8  1.6 

1.4  1.6  .8 

1.5 

Senile  Mortality 
Deaths  at  65  & 
over  as  percentage 
of  total  deaths 

44 

58  60.7 

52.8 

61.7  43.0 

62.8  6Q.0  50.0 

23rd  July,  1941. 


RODIE  PiiRKHURST  j 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


v 


